Otter Photography Workshop – Shetlands – 5th to 10th March 2017
Now reduced by 50%.
We will journey to Unst, the northernmost of the remote Shetland Islands, to
photograph wild European otters with expert local guide Brydon Thomason
(who has recently published a superb book: Otters in Shetland - The tale of the
draatsi).

Shetland is the best place on earth for wild European otters, with one family
(usually a mother and two pups, although three is possible) to be found
approximately once every mile of coastline.
The last time I worked with Brydon at this time of year it was a simply fabulous
experience to hunker down on the shore, with one or more otters only 15 or so
metres away, for minutes or hours on end, with the otters totally unaware of our
presence. One even went to sleep with us nearby, before getting up every now
and then for a stretch and a yawn.
Brydon will take you in very small groups, only 3 photographers per guide, so
you get incredible photographic opportunities without disturbing these precious
animals. Of course, if you don’t disturb them then there’s every chance of
spending many minutes or even hours close to them, which is really very special
indeed.

Wild otters are a beautiful, charismatic and challenging animal to photograph,
and you will certainly be spending plenty of time in the environment to get your
shots! As well as being captivating animals, otters are very shy, but Brydon will
teach you how to approach them without detection.
This means, crucially, that you won’t distress them, and equally it means that
your photographic opportunities may be very extended indeed: if it doesn’t
know you’re there then it has no reason to move away.

There is an itinerary further down this document, but each day is inherently
flexible. The key aims of this intensive workshop are:
-

For all of you to capture many fabulous images of this, one of Europe’s
most charismatic mammals.

-

To learn otter field skills: how to find them, how to approach them, and
how to know which ones to approach.

-

Learn to understand otter behaviour, both because it is fascinating, and to
increase your chances of good images, essentially by ensuring they aren’t
aware of your presence.

-

Improve and practice your fieldcraft – essential for such shy animals – all
in a beautiful wild environment with very high population densities of
wild otters.

-

Learn how to use the terrain and the elements to your best advantage.

We will aim to have approximately 6 hours in the field each day, with the three
hours either side of low tide being optimal for high levels of otter activity. This
week has been chosen for the perfect combination of suitable timed low tide
times, coupled with the otter pups still likely being with their mothers.

In the afternoons and evenings further informal talks will cover the following:
-

The coastlines and habitats that allow otters to thrive.

-

The ecology and behaviour of the otter.

-

The efforts and problems that a mother encounters while rearing her
cubs.

-

The use of camera traps to monitor otter activity: a vital skill to allow
efficient use of time in the field.

Each session will involve up to 5 or 6 km of walking, and quite a lot of time
crouched on the shore (often with otters happily playing nearby, without
noticing us). A reasonable level of fitness and patience is required, and quite a lot
of clambering over rocky shores, but it is far from a brutal boot march.
Once you’ve learnt to stalk otters, most other subjects seem very easy, but the
challenge is very much worth it.
I will be on hand throughout the trip, of course, and reachable by email or phone
whenever you need me beforehand too, to help you with equipment choice and
camera set up, so you can make the very best of this wonderful opportunity.
Suitable drab green clothing is needed: I use army surplus waterproofs with
thermals and a fleece underneath.
There will also be plenty of time for feedback sessions in the evenings when we
are resting before another intensive session of photography the following day.
There will only be a maximum of 2 clients on this trip, plus Brydon and myself, so
I will be able to spend plenty of time with each of you, to teach you how to set up
your cameras for every shot. I am also hugely happy to meet up beforehand to
answer any questions you have about what to bring and what to expect.

Itinerary
Day 1 – 5th March
Arrive at Sumburgh airport, where we will be picked up and driven to Unst. This
trip takes about two hours, and so is a fabulous time to appreciate the gorgeous
scenery. Once we’re settled into our accommodation there will be a talk on
Shetland and its’ otters.
Day 2 – 6th March
Guage wind-direction at first light and how it will affect the intended sites. We’ll
be out early in the morning to photograph otters. There will be plenty of time to
quiz Brydon with any otter questions that you have, and to ask me for technical
photography advice and inspiration. After lunch we’ll likely return to attempt to
find more otters, and then have a talk from Brydon.
Days 3 to 5 – 7th to 9th March
As day 2. Different sites will be used on different days, but the key factor is wind
direction, so the otters cannot smell or hear us. The Shetlands are a very large
area, of course, with abundant otters, so there should always be a few sites
where the wind direction is suitable.
Day 6 – 10th March
We will return to the airport in time for our flights.

Pricing
The price for the trip, to include everything except flights and any alcoholic
drinks, is £1050 per person. This is a 50% reduction on the previous price.
A non-refundable 50% (£525) deposit is payable to secure your place, and the
remaining fee is due two months before the trip. If the trip doesn’t fill up then I
will return your deposit to you, of course.
I realize that this is an expensive trip, but this is inevitable given this is the best
place in the world for what we will be photographing, and because you will have
the expertise and advice of Brydon and myself available throughout the week.
I will be glad to mentor you through the build-up to the trip, and during the trip
itself of course, so that you can get the very best out of our time in the Shetlands.
I really want you to have as amazing a time as possible, as I always do when I go
to work with Brydon, and for you to get as many wonderful images as you can.

Travelling to Shetland
All transfers are provided once you arrive at Sumburgh airport.
Flying to the Shetlands is fairly straightforward, and from England one usually
has to change planes at a mainland Scottish airport on the way north. Please
contact me before booking flights: we should wait until this trip is full before we
do so.
You will inevitably have quite a lot in your carry-on bag. Some airlines are pretty
relaxed about the weight of your carry-on bag, and some a little less so. However,

I have always found that staff are pretty reasonable, if you are a kilogram or two
over, if you explain what is in the bag, its value and that it would be uninsured if
in the hold. You can put your tripod, lens hoods, battery chargers etc. in the hold.
If you have a short transfer then it’s really useful choosing a seat at the front of
the plane, or as close to the front as you can get, to give yourself an extra few
minutes to make the connection.

Comments from previous clients
From Howard Morgan: “I really enjoyed the trip – I have so many great pictures
that I am going to put a book together for family and friends. I would absolutely
love to do something like it (this trip) again. Thanks again for organising such a
great trip.”
From Pauline Silver: “Just to say thank you so much for arranging the trip. I
don't underestimate the hard work and preparation you must have put in both
before and during our visit. On top of that you had the four of us constantly firing
questions at you - so well done. The trip was beneficial on many levels, getting
good photos, learning about my cameras' capabilities and also improving my
own techniques. I had a great time.”
From Caroline Tillett: “I really enjoyed the trip, so only positive feedback from
me. Great company, great food, great help from everyone. Will definitely look at
attending another one of your trips. Thank you all, for a wonderful time.”
From Paul Christie: “Thanks again for such a great trip. It has really inspired me

to do much more photography in general, and wildlife in particular.”
From Marnie Ball: “I had a wonderful time, enjoyed all of the trip immensely.
Great fellow travellers, good food (and plenty of it), interesting and challenging
photography with help and advice on tap... what more could one ask for? You
guys had it all so well planned and everything fell into place so well that it was all
great, and I hope you continue with more trips.”

Technical Equipment Advice for the Trip
Most people on the trip should have what they need provided they have one
medium to large telephoto lens (400mm or more). A 100-400mm or 200-500mm
would be perfect.
It would be worth considering having two D-SLR camera bodies so you have a
spare if one breaks down. There is, of course, no need to buy anything if hiring is
more appropriate for your needs.
I am hugely happy to take you through the equipment needs over a coffee in
person, or on the phone if you live a long way from me (I’m based in Cambridge,
England). To reassure you, your equipment needs need not be overwhelming at
all and I will guide you through it.

I really hope you can join us in the Shetlands in March 2017 for this amazing trip.
Do not hesitate to get in touch with any questions.
It’s info@jamiegundry.com or phone me on 0 (7967) 818651.

