White-Tailed Eagle & Musk Ox Photography Workshop
September 2017
We will journey to Dovrefjell National Park, Norway, and then to Flatanger (also
in Norway), to the home of Ole Martin Dahle, world-renowned as simply the best
eagle guide in Europe. This is an 8-day trip (the full, detailed itinerary is later on
in this brochure), starting with 3 nights and 2 full days in Dovrefjell National
Park, where we will be staying in a charming local hotel: see http://hjerkinn.no
for details.
For the remainder of the trip (4 nights and 3 full days) we will be staying in the
beautiful village of Lauvsnes (the image below was taken from the quayside after
a dusk photography trip), in a lovely spacious house with all mod-cons.
Accommodation will be in a mixture of single and double rooms, and the house
in Lauvsnes (which we will have to ourselves) has a spacious kitchen and lounge,
a very large collection of wildlife photography books, two bathrooms with
laundry facilities, and two sun terraces looking down over the sea, which is 50
metres away.

We will eat at a charming little local restaurant, the Zanzibar, in our evenings in
Lauvsnes, and then walk the short distance from there to the quayside to board
the boat.
Breakfasts and lunches will be taken in gaps in the photography schedule, as we
relax between the intensive but thoroughly enjoyable photography sessions.
Ole provides insulated and waterproof all-in-one ‘sailing suits’ for the boat which
are comfortable and warm to spend hours in. Please bring thermal trousers and
a thermal top, plus walking trousers and a warm sweater, to wear underneath

the sailing suit, plus a warm hat, scarf and gloves. For Dovrefjell, walking boots &
drab-coloured waterproofs are strongly recommended. Army surplus equipment
is good for this, or alternatively Paramo make an excellent range of suitable
clothing.
Dovrefjell National Park

Dovrefjell is a spectacular glaciated wilderness to the south of Trondheim, and is
one of Europe’s few remaining largely unspoilt sub-arctic mountainous areas.

As well as breathtaking scenery in its own right, it contains a resident wild musk
ox population of about 300 animals, which can be readily found and
photographed (from a safe distance, of course). As you can see below, you need
not “fill the frame” with these majestic animals in order to get images to be
proud of.
Musk oxen are large, spectacular bovids known for their thick coats and elegant,
curved antlers. They average 280kg in weight and are 1.2 to 1.5 metres in height
at the shoulder. To spend 2 days in Dovrefjell with them will be a real treat.
Flatanger
The seas in Flatanger are usually very calm because of the protection of offshore
reefs, allowing both comfort on the boat and a stable platform from which to take
photographs.

Every morning and evening Ole will pick us up from the house in Lauvsnes and
take us on the short drive to the quayside and onto his custom-designed boat (he
even had the wheelhouse specially put in asymmetrically to make more space for
photography in comfort).
We will spend between 2 1/2 and 3 1/2 hours in each session scudding across
the beautiful deep blue seas of Flatanger’s fjords to entice the dozens of local
white-tailed eagles to feed near the boat.
Ole knows the landscape, seas and the eagles intimately, after a decade working
in the area, and he will manoeuvre the boat for the best shooting opportunities
for everyone. He has known some of the eagles for over a decade. For example,
Ole told me that Miguel, an eagle, turned 34 in 2016 and I love to think that he

has been flying around his beautiful fjord for most of my lifetime. We may get the
chance to approach quite close to Miguel as he sits in one of the conifers near the
shore and surveys his realm.
We will also see, with luck, a few beautiful Arctic skuas (they are such exquisite
pirates, see below), elk, red-throated divers, deer, otters and foxes, and the boat
is constantly pursued by a flock of inquisitive gulls. Nevertheless, the eagles are
unquestionably the reason photographers flock to Flatanger, and are for many
people one of the main inspirations for coming on this trip.
It should also be moose (elk) rutting season so we may choose to spend a
morning or evening looking for them instead of one of the eagle sessions.
Additionally, a small hide is available in Flatanger in the afternoons, where red
squirrels, coal tits and Eurasian jays visit.

I will be on hand throughout the trip of course, and reachable by email or phone
whenever you need me beforehand too, to help you with equipment choice and
camera set up, so you can make the very best of this wonderful opportunity.
There will also be plenty of time for feedback sessions in the afternoons when
we are resting before another intensive session of photography.
It is bordering on ridiculous how many wonderful images you will come back
with after this trip, I guarantee it. My weeks in Norway in recent years remain
some of the very happiest of my life to date.
There will only be 4 clients on this trip so I will be able to spend plenty of time
with each of you, to teach you how to set up your cameras for every shot. I am
also hugely happy to meet up beforehand to answer any questions you have
about what to bring and what to expect. Having only 4 clients also means plenty

of room and comfort on the boat, where you will be spending much of your
photography time.
We will be staying out on the boat until dusk (see below).

Itinerary
Day 1 – 8th September
Fly out to arrive in Trondheim by lunchtime, ideally. Ole will pick us up at
Trondheim airport and drive us to Dovrefjell National Park. There may well be
opportunities for landscape photography at dusk in Dovrefjell this evening, and
will certainly be time for a thorough chat about what is expected in the next few
days, and what camera techniques are required.
Days 2 & 3– 9th & 10th September
We will spend two full days in Dovrefjell National Park. Wild musk ox should be
readily photographable and although a little walking will be necessary, the
terrain is undulating, rather than truly mountainous. At this time of year the
vegetation should be verdant, tinged with autumnal yellows, and the mountains
in the distance may be starting to become snow-capped. This will all add to the
photographic splendour for these two days.
Ole is very experienced at working in this area, and can get you superb
photographic opportunities without putting either you or the musk oxen under
undue stress.

Day 4 – 11th September
Ole will drive us from Dovrefjell to Lauvsnes, his home in Flatanger. There may
well be opportunities for photography en-route, and maybe even an extra boat
trip to photograph the eagles on the evening of the 11th, for a small additional
fee. This would be a great idea for “getting your eye in” early with the techniques
and skills needed for effective eagle photography, and will likely be a hugely
enjoyable evening too, of course.

Days 5 to 7 – 12th August to 14th September
We will have two extended trips on the boat each day, each of about 3 hours
duration, one early in the morning and one in the evening. There will be plenty of
time in the middle of the day to back up your images, charge your camera
batteries, have a meal, check out a local red squirrel hide and get a few hours of
sleep if you need it.
We will eat in a restaurant on the quayside each evening, just before we head out
onto the boat for the evening session.
After the evening session you’ll need to back up that session’s images, put your
camera batteries on charge overnight, maybe take time for a relaxed beer on the
terrace overlooking the sea, and then it’s bedtime ready for the morning.
We had up to 25 eagles diving near the boat in every session in 2015 and 2016.
Although we cannot guarantee such high numbers in 2017 (wildlife is inherently
unpredictable, of course), this gives you an idea of the huge potential for
wonderful photography that is available on this trip.

Ole is an expert at maneuvering the boat so that the eagles come in at the perfect
angle for whichever type of image we’re aiming for at each moment, and he is
always thinking of how best to arrange the conditions for the perfect shot.
Day 8 – 15th September
Ole will drive us back to Trondheim airport in time for our flights.
Pricing
The price for the trip, to include
everything except flights and
any alcoholic drinks, is £3150
per person.
A 30% deposit is payable to
secure your place, and the trip
will run if I get 4 clients. If not
then I will return your deposits
to you, of course.
Should the Norwegian Krone
rise sharply in comparison to
the UK pound then I reserve the
right to increase the cost of the
trip by up to an extra £250 per
person. Equally, should it drop
in value I may be able to reduce
the price of the trip by up to
£250. There were 10.4 Krone to
the pound at the time of writing
this brochure, so the price is
guaranteed if this doesn’t
change appreciably.
I realize that this is an expensive trip, but this is inevitable given this is the best
place in the world for what we will be photographing, and because Norway is
acknowledged as such an expensive place to live. The UK pound’s value hasn’t
been very fortuitous in recent months either, which doesn’t help.
The four clients on the trip will have the sole and undivided attention of Ole and I
throughout the photography sessions in Norway, meaning a very high
“customer-to-tutor” ratio indeed. I will also be glad to mentor you through the
build-up to the trip, and during the trip itself, of course, so that you can get the
very best out of our time in Norway.
Many UK and European airlines operate to Trondheim, either direct or via hubs
such as Oslo or Amsterdam. You will inevitably have quite a lot in your carry-on

bag. Some airlines (EasyJet and British Airways for example) are pretty relaxed
about the weight of this, and some a little less so. However, I have always found
that staff are pretty reasonable, if you are a kilogram or two over, if you explain
what is in the bag, its value and that it would be uninsured if in the hold.
If you have a short transfer then it’s really useful choosing a seat at the front of
the plane, or as close to the front as you can get, to give yourself an extra few
minutes to make the connection.
Please consult with me before booking flights, because we’ll aim to get similar or
the same flights as each other, to get to Trondheim by lunchtime on day one if at
all possible, so as to ensure a prompt arrival in Dovrefjell.

Comments from previous clients
From Tim Kasoar: “This was a wonderful trip - I really couldn't have asked for
better. The eagles were fantastic and we saw far more of them than I was
expecting, so plenty of opportunities. Both Ole and Jamie were great guides very helpful and friendly, and always willing to lend a hand. Ole is clearly
deserving of his reputation as the best eagle guide in Europe. Ole's guest house
(where we stayed) was lovely too, very warm and cosy.”
From Ilan Hirsch: “We photographed white-tailed eagles where Jamie was
always at hand to suggest the best settings for our camera, and Ole manoeuvring
our boat to ensure we always got the best vantage point to photograph these
splendid raptors. Thank you to Jamie and Ole for making this trip an
unforgettable experience. I have memories that will stay with me.”
From Howard Morgan: “I really enjoyed the trip – I’m still dreaming of the
eagles, they were glorious. The pictures from this trip are incredible. I’m sure we
all have the same amazing results, thanks to the great weather we experienced
and your and Ole-Martin’s assistance and attention to detail. I have so many
great pictures (not just of eagles either) that I am going to put a book together
for family and friends. I would absolutely love to do something like it (this trip)
again. Thanks again for organising such a great trip.”
From Pauline Silver: “Just to say thank you so much for arranging the trip to
Norway. I don't underestimate the hard work and preparation you must have
put in both before and during our visit. On top of that you had the four of us
constantly firing questions at you - so well done. The trip was beneficial on many
levels, getting good photos, learning about my cameras' capabilities, seeing
Norway and also improving my own techniques. I had a great time.”
Technical Equipment Advice
Most people on the trip should have what they need provided they hire or buy
(hiring may be the best choice) one extra telephoto lens and one extra high
quality D-SLR camera body for the week. This may well not be essential for
everyone, depending on what you already have.
You will need a total of two D-SLR camera bodies to maximize your
opportunities of taking different kinds of shots as the opportunities present
themselves in quick succession, and so you have a spare if one breaks down.
Ideally both will be of high quality so you don’t view one as “second-class” and so
that you are happy to use both simultaneously.
There is, of course, no need to buy anything if hiring is more appropriate for your
needs. In the past, clients have found the 100-400mm MkII Canon and 80400mm MkII Nikon lenses to be excellent for such a trip, with a 300mm f2.8
providing a high quality, fast-focusing addition to the kitbag: especially relevant
when the light levels drop. The latter works excellently with 1.4x and 2.0x
teleconverters, of course: ideal for if the musk oxen are a little distant.

I am hugely happy to take you through the equipment requirements over a coffee
in person, or on the phone if you live a long way from me (I’m based in
Cambridge, England).
To reassure you, your equipment needs need not be overwhelming at all and I
will guide you through it, but one or two extra items could really improve your
hit rate at getting great images that you will love for years to come.

A suitable sturdy tripod, or sturdy monopod at the very least, is essential for the
musk oxen. As always, I am happy to field any questions that you have, and the
tripod and/or monopod can easily be put in your hold luggage for the flights.
I have included a few more images so you can get an idea of just what a
remarkable trip this will be.

Finally, here is Ole in his element on the boat in the Flatanger fjords. His friend’s
name, I believe, is Charlie.
I really hope you can join me in Norway for this amazing trip in 2017. You can
find a fantastic video of the 2016 trip by searching for “jamie gundry youtube” on
google.
Do not hesitate to get in touch with any questions. It’s info@jamiegundry.com,
gundryjamie@hotmail.com, or phone me on +44 (0) 7967 818651.

